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3. STATUS OF THE JEWS
(i) The Commissariat-GeneraL A Commissariat-General for
Jewish Affairs was created (Law of March 29, 1941) and entrusted
to Xavier Vallat on March 31, 1941. The Commissary is em-
powered by virtue of the law published March 31, 1941:
(a)  To propose all legislative provisions or regulations and all
measures proper to implement the fundamental decisions
of the Government relating to the status of Jews, to their
civil and political capacity, to their legal qualifications to
practise certain professions.
(b)  To provide co-ordination between the various ministries in
the matter.
(c)  To arrange, with proper regard to the needs of the national
economy, the administration and liquidation of Jewish assets
in cases where these operations are prescribed by the law.
(d)  To appoint the appropriate agents.
(tf) To put into operation all police measures regarding Jews
demanded by the national interest, within the limits laid
down by the laws at present in force.
(ii) Statistical Date. The number of Jews in France on the eve
of the war was only 165,000 out of the 16,225,000 distributed
throughout the world, and out of a total of 10,536,000 in Europe.
They represented only 0-42 per cent, of the French population,
while in New York, for instance, the 1,728,000 Jews make up one-
third of the population of the city (Encyclopedic franfaise, vol. 7).
The census, of Jews taken in the departements of the Seine, by
order of Xavier Vallat (Le Tetxps, April 13, 1941), gave the follow-
ing particulars (which are, however, open to question):
Heads of households:
French, 23,344.
Foreign, 25,071 (13,000 without children).
The greatest number of Jews is found:
In Paris, in the fith arrondissement (3215).
In the suburbs, in Neuilly (594).
The most favoured professions:
Second-hand dealing, 2533.
Hosiery, 1473.
Dressmaking, 1457.
Ready-made clothing, 1280.
Of 2796 Jewish commercial firms:
744 were concerned with textiles and clothing.
510 with property management,
Z78 with banking and insurance.
The liberal professions:
Medicine, 741 (out of 5980).
Dentistry, 225 (out of 2413)*
Lyrical and dramatic artists, 400,